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On Feb. 4, Ramiro Menchu, leader of Popular and Labor Action Unity (Unidad de Accion Sindical
y Popular-UASP), said that the situation for striking agricultural workers on the southern coast
deteriorates every day, result of harassment by government authorities and agribusiness owners.
The workers have been on strike Jan. 23. The UASP announced that it would send a letter within
the week to National Agriculture Union (Union Nacional Agropecuaria-UNAGRO) suggesting the
creation of a bipartisan commission. The commission, said the UASP, would attempt to resolve
the strike to the benefit of both sides. Luis Colocho of the UASP asserted that a national consensus
exists concerning rural workers' problems, evidenced in several demonstrations organized by
diverse social sectors to show support for the strikers. Government Minister Roberto Valle has
declared that the Committee for Campesino Unity (Comite de Unidad Campesina-CUC) is
"illegitimate." In response, the UASP asserted that it would not permit any of its organizational
affiliates to be excluded from participation in the upcoming national dialogue. The CUC has acted
as a major organizational force in the strike. In a communique issued Feb. 6, the Association of
Guatemalan Journalists (Asociacion de Periodistas de Guatemala-APG) said that rural workers'
wage demands should be seriously considered by the government and agribusiness entrepreneurs.
It is no secret, said the APG, that the daily wage received by campesinos is not enough "for a person
to survive like a human being," particularly in the context of continual inflation of prices on basic
consumer goods. The communique continued by asserting that the campesinos' demands are
"just," and that the problem of compensation for those who work the land in Guatemala must
be resolved. (Basic data from Enfoprensa's In a Feb. 2 press release, 66 foreign organizations
expressed solidarity with the strikers, and called on the government and agribusiness owners
to cease repression against the workers, and to seek a political solution to the conflict through
dialogue. Among the organizations signing the press release were 27 US chapters of the Network
in Solidarity with Guatemala (Red de Solidardidad con Guatemala-NISGUA); the National
Association of Public Employees (Asociacion Nacional de Empleados Publicos-ANEP) of Costa
Rica; and, the Independent Workers Union of the Autonomous Metropolitan University (SITUAM)
and Aragoneza Solidarity Action (Accion Solidaria Aragoneza) from Spain. (Basic data from
Enfoprensa's Informacion de Guatemala, 01/31-02/06/89)
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